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NRO REVIEW COMPLETED 


COB-0076 

o ma t k 

STT June 1958 


msmmm FOR; Special Assistant to the Director 

for Planning and Brrelopae&t 

aiyn,TBr*y * Evaluation of AVIATIOH WEEK Article on Accelerated 

Pied Piper Program 


SgnBO B C B : COR-0059, dated 26 Jane 1958, Attached 


1 * Lbfortwwtely, * nejor problem in asseaalng the validity 
the subject article with regard to Project OWMA is that 

v . ..... ef the ii 1 1 1 iiinwil j Halted circle of OOBOSA^esarcd personnel 

it if wg i y diff icult to ask questions outside CXA circles vith- 

out bet ra y ! ng acre interest la the subject then Is apprigiriaie. 


2* Sines the first successful satellite launching lest year, 
there has been vorld-wide speculation about the use of these devices 
fur i ifnililtiwsnrr purposes* Although WS-117L traces its origins 
back to l$k6 abas a Band study detaaalaed the feasibility of pl a ci n g 
a satellite in orbit, it did act begin to take shape until Lockheed 
mm select ed by ARDC in 1956 as the parlne contractor, after deslipa 
s taj y ps pp oesl f mars suhalttsd the year before "by selected contractors . 

2a feci, it be s aid that W5-H7L can begin tracing its lineage 

2th facility studies run under the aegis of Project Feedback (Mr 
Force) and concluded in 19*ft, with the reccaaaexdation that a pioneer 
visual reccsmal asaace syetea be attaapted. 

3. Ifce ori ginal WS-117L concept had celled far lihkihg the reean- 
aajsssaoe systen to an Atlas 2X391, without any attaapt bein g node to 
rsesasr t n o s e ©one la the saner of C0R0HA. Instead, reliance we 
pissed on storage of lnf o r ga tlao. an film, magnetic or electrostatic 
tape, with, Infonaatlon retrieval being accaaplished thru discharge 
on S9MMM& to compatible «#£ Ipaent an the ground. In late 1957, following 
■urraftfnft of ether missile research programs in achieving nose cone 
i s iiwl ix it was decided to switch to a recoverable data capsule can~ 
iapi4 ^fd the Thor booster was substituted for the Atlas, much la the 
*— » deserlbed In the article. However, the allusi on to parachute 
xaco v c ry of the fila, mentioned in like AVIATION WEEK story, appears 
to be logical speculation rather than inside information. 


Tfiis document contains information 
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b, A of the details of the roagaslne •article, with respect 

to vai^tt of satellite, hei#t of orbit arc at sons variance with the 
fasts of COaOKA. And, as a natter of fact, the m a gaaln * points out 

i d e a of a recoverable data ca p sule was discarded ”a few months 
ass*” Pedals ctf fast aada la the article include corr ec t identifl- 

of the basic booster component, the point of launching, approoci- 
T T*?r *«— » of first teat launching, general Method of accomplishing 
of photographic capsule, requirement for circular, north- 
•outh oxblt, the masher (20) of vehicles prograwnad 

for the OORsKArl |aohadal« (although the u gat fae states that 

the fl geaee of 20 <Ul jahJSehly be pragraswicd over mem five years In 
soa taa w t to the CCK0HA accelerated schedule^ So CORONA contractor ^ 
other than Lockheed, is nased. 

$• Of interest la ccsmeetioc with the publicity leaked or released 
on WS-H7L any be the fact that officially the Air Force has had little 
or nothing to say about find Piper. However, within the past year, 
a Framok Air F o r ce general officer, reportedly attached to WHO, released 
to the F ma fl h prrii sM thus to the weald, basic details of the WS-117L 
ma* jnfQ i ma t lon that the United States Air Force was working 
on it. Be had obtained his infoonaatlon fr as a L ockheed 

aearca. ♦*■+ time, in magaslnee other than 1S TDSK M HESS, in 

mpedteatad p re ss releases e r fl in earlier AVIA SPIG5 VESK c oSm b m i there 
have references to the WS-117L, aoet having to do with the 

ffa yfe that T n rlrtrnfl wm wording on such a ays ten under Air Force sponsor- 
ship* Bo c laims of success or failure in concept or design banc been 
mate in the name of the Air Force. 


6* While the subject article stirs a self -conscious reaction 
la tea breasts of -Whose connected with OQBCKA, as being coapletely 
objective s&prnl&aX seas* to indicate that the story is 
a cievcrt y^w r ittan eateination of a few primary facts intermingled 
vith a considerable amount of editorial peculation and obvious deduction. 
FCr example, it is no secret that any product of Lockheed Missiles 
fiystaa* Division canes (1) from Sunnyvale, California, and (2) that 
it is built under the cognizance of L. E. Boot, LAC vice-president 
and ^aaral Manager of that division, yet these facts are paraded 
am part of the " inside truth r tenor of the article. Cer tainly it 
wat-ts iQTpssr that nothing in the article is of a nature so compromising 
it wfewwia changes in the orientation of CCHttMA. It Is 

anwly <»<+<»•* evidence that when the time cooes for actual firings, 
asst be prepared for **n sorts of Jounmlistic speculation regarding 


aissioc, cablt, targets, recults, etc. 
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